88 community based system for caring for the mentally handicapped would increase the quality of life as well as decreasing costs.
Many professionals including doctors, nurses, engineers, laboratory scientists, and health educators are involved in public health activities, and a wide range of academic disciplines has important contributions to make to their training. These diversities of professional identities, skills, locations, and perspectives create difficulties in developing coordinated and comprehensive education and training for public health workers. In this book 11 distinguished contributors, in a series of related chapters, present and discuss aspects of the development of public health services and of professional education in Britain and the USA. Particular attention is paid in two of the chapters (written by Roy Acheson) to the "birth, adolescence, heyday and decline" of departments of public health in Britain.
In Britain public health has developed predominantly as a medical specialty, the centres for training being based at medical schools and, until 1974, the heads of departments of public health in local government had to be medically qualified. In the USA the medical profession has not been so dominant, although most of the early schools of public health were attached to medical faculties. Despite social, economic, and organisational differences between the two countries there have been and still are similar dilemmas. Should education concentrate on research and research methods, or on the practical skills related to tasks undertaken by public health departments? How can the many relevant disciplines be covered in sufficient depth? How can the knowledge from the disciplines be presented in a related and unified form? Can the same initial training in public health be provided for students from different professions? Now that these and related questions are being looked at with a sense of urgency following the publication of "Public Health in England" (paragraph 8.5 especially) it is good to have available in one volume such lucid, thoughtful, and readable accounts setting out and contrasting the experience in the two countries over the last 150 years. One issue stands out clearly, and that is the central position of epidemiology in the education and practice of public health.
All involved in public health educationteachers in medical and other faculties of universities and polytechnics (soon to be universities) and the practitioners-should read this book. They will enjoy it, and gain knowledge and wisdom from it. Whether one is inclined to think the UK breast screening programme an important step forwards or a wasteful diversion of NHS resources this monograph will provide a stimulating read. As chairman of the working party which recommended mass screening, Sir Patrick Forrest might be expected to display annoyance with the critics whose doubts threaten the success of the programme by reducing participation, but rather than presenting a one sided defence of the decision to screen, he has assembled in this book, with the help of well chosen tables and figures, major findings relevant to screening distilled from the enormous body of literature on breast cancer which is to be found scattered in a wide range of specialised journals. This manual provides instructions for the performance of virtually all laboratory investigations required to recover and demonstrate parasites, identify the species, and establish a precise diagnosis. Addressed to laboratory workers in health centres and first referral hospitals in the developing world, the book places emphasis on simple economical procedures which can yield accurate results under conditions where resources are scarce, equipment sparse, and the climate hot and humid.
